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INTERNATIONAL WORKSHOP 

Traveling and lodging 

A block of rooms have been reserved in the following ho-

tels – please refer to the reservation code: ISGAN 

 Hotel “IL GRISO”: Strada provinciale 51, 23864  Mal-

grate – Lecco – phone: +3903412398.1— Email: ho-

tel@grifo.info 

 NH Hotel Pontevecchio in Lecco: Via Azzone Visconti 

84 , 23900 Lecco – phone: +390341238000  - Email: 

y.franco@nh-hotels.com  

 Hotel Alberi: Lungo Lario Isonzo4 23900 Lecco – pho-

ne: +390341350992— Email: info@hotelalberi.it  

Interested to participate? contact 

 Ilaria.ame@rse-web.it or 

francesca.delarderel@rse-web.it 

You should book your flight to Milano Malpensa or Bergamo 

Orio al Serio airports. Upon arrival at the airport: 
 By taxi: this is the easiest but most expensive way 

to reach Lecco: the cost will be approximately 

130-150€ from the airport 

 By car: From Malpensa: via SS36 speedway 57 km 

 By train: Take the MALPENSA EXPRESS TRAIN 

to Milano Centrale Station (30 min) – train time-

tables at www.malpensaexpress.it — Change train 

to Lecco (45 min) – timetables at 

www.trenitalia.com. The journey from Milano 

Centrale to Lecco station takes about 40 minutes 

and costs 3.6 €.  

TRAVEL TO LECCO 

Speakers 

mailto:hotel@grifo.info
http://www.malpensaexpress.it
http://www.trenitalia.com


SUMMARY 
The International Smart Grid Action Network (ISGAN, 

www.iea-isgan.org) and Global Smart Grid Federation 

(GSGF, www.globalsmartgridfederation.org), in partnership 

with the European project, ELECTRA, are organizing a 

two-day international conference on the critical role of 

communications in enabling smarter, cleaner energy sy-

stems. The conference brings together smart grids, smart 

energy, smart cities, and communications actors, experts, 

and stakeholders to discuss the policy, regulatory, legislati-

ve and technical challenges that must be addressed to leve-

rage the full potential of communications for the expansion 

of smartness and flexibility in 

energy systems. Space is also 

available in a dedicated exhibi-

tion hall for outstanding pro-

jects to showcase and dissemi-

nate their achievements (for a 

small fee).  

BACKGROUND 
Disruptive advancements in energy technology, regulation, 

and business models are driving dramatic evolution in ener-

gy systems. Traditional assumptions about energy system 

organization and operation no longer hold. Smart electrici-

ty grids have been the prime mover of this evolution by 

enabling the integration of variable renewables, empowe-

ring final users to participate in liberalised markets, and 

increasing overall network efficiency, system flexibility and 

resilience. Now, as the smart grid concept vision evolves 

towards holistic concepts of smart communities and cities, 

a similar path is foreseen for the entire energy system, 

comprising not only electricity but also transport, gas, wa-

ter, heat and cooling, lighting, and other energy-related 

services.  Communications systems are an essential founda-

tion for modern clean energy systems. Coordinated, real-

time action among system elements – technological, insti-

tutional, and otherwise – is needed to ensure widespread, 

sustainable and affordable access to energy services, en-

hance energy security and quality of supply, and facilitate 

the active and fair participation of all energy system stake-

holders.  

The conference                  

Fundamental elements include data gathering, transmission, 

security, access, privacy, analysis and elaboration into actio-

nable information and knowledge However, several barriers 

must be addressed to realize the potential of integrating mo-

dern energy and modern communications. Paradoxically, the 

two systems have frequent difficulties in effectively interacting 

with one another, because of different system dynamics, sec-

tor norms, expectations, policy and regulations, and relation 

to the final user. Communication technologies are characteri-

sed by a very quick evolution with short lifetimes and rapid 

obsolescence, acting in predominantly liberalised and strongly 

competitive markets where the final user and the satisfaction 

of its communication service needs are the key to commercial 

success. Energy systems are much more conservative and 

slow to  evolve, with invest-

ment returns measured 

across decades, heavy regu-

lation (at least for transmis-

sion and distribution servi-

ces), and only limited direct 

engagement of the final user, 

who often has difficulty in 

evaluating the potential for 

his or her direct interest.  

 

ORGANISAT ION AND OUTREACH 
The conference is organised in the immediate vicinity of 

ISGAN’s 10th Executive Committee meeting, where decision 

makers from 25 participating countries will gather to share 

information, knowledge and experience. It is co-organised 

with GSGF in the frame of a multi-year ISGAN-GSGF collabo-

ration. The European project, ELECTRA, contributes to the 

planning and organisation of the conference through its inter-

nal structure for international cooperation.   

 

Preliminary programme                   

 Monday September 14 

08.30 – 09.30 Registration and introduction 

09.30 – 10.15 Welcome speeches 

10.15 – 10.45 Keynote speech 

11.00 – 12.45 

Session 1: Communications as enablers of 

integrated services – smart cities: expert 

voice and round table 

13.45-15.45 

Session 2: Communications for smart grids: 

requirements, architectures, security and 

standards expert voice and round table 

16.00-18.00 

Session 3: Communications for smart grids: 

Policy, Regulation, data privacy and Markets 

expert voice and round table 

18.00-21.00 projects exhibition and cocktail 

 Tuesday September 15 

08.30 – 09.30 Registration 

09.30 – 10.00 Welcome speeches 

10.00 – 10.30 Keynote speech 

10.45-12.00 

Session 4: Communications for smart grids: 
Achievements in projects and specific appli-
cations – smart meters – Infrastructure – 
data handling – data analytics—round table 

12.00-13.15 

Session 5: Communications for smart grids: 

Achievements in projects and specific appli-

cations – Demand response—round table 

14.15-15.30 

Session 6: Communications for smart grids: 

Achievements in projects and specific appli-

cations – Network automation—round ta-

ble 

15.30-16.00 
Wrap up, closing messages, projects exhibi-
tion 


